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HEN I cold you, that the 
trine of Predeſtination, Sc. was 


ſhould not find it fo eaſy to convince 
W you faid, you defived to 
about it, which 1 


a Friend, being unwilling to deny you ſo 
: ſmall a Favour. 

I only beg Leave 70 repeat (what I 

think) the true Solution, and fer it in as 
many Views as I can (in ſo ſmall a Com- 
paſs) that you may not miſtake me. 
I own (with you) the Subject 1 i in it 
ſelf difficult, and ſubtle enough; though | 
I ſtill think, that it has been rendred 
much more ſo, by voluminous Wrangling. 

And, I need not hint the Neceſſity of 
a cloſer Attention, to one. that reads with 
your Care and Exactneſs. 

I refer you to other Authors, for the 
two different Schemes, and the Argu- 
ments pro and con — What I propoſe, 
is to adhere to the Simplicity which is in 
Chriſt Feſus, and his Doctrine, as left 
upon Record in the New Teſtament. 
Nor is the Subject rifling, if we recol- 
lect, what Scruples it has raiſed in the 
Breaſts of the Pious (eſpecially thoſe of 
a melancholy Diſpoſition) who have been 
afraid of their everlaſting Concerns; as if, 
after all their beſt Endeavours, to be Vir- 
tuous and Holy, and to een therein, 
3 2 8 they 


they may yet poſſibly be out (not the 
_ Veſſels of Mercy, but) Veſſels of Wrath, 

appointed to Deſtruction.— And, on the 
other Hand, what Preſumption it has 
occaſion d, even in the moſt abandoned 
of Men, who have imagined, that poſſi- 

bly they may belong to the Election of 

Grace, tho they are going on to live _ 

Lives of Reprobates. 

Dr. Hammond, as I i wth us 
(in the Preface to his New Teſtament) that 
one . Beverovicius, a learned Phyſician, 
wanted to be fatisfied, whether the End. 

of Men's Lives was unalterably fixed and 
determined, before he would pretend to 

practiſe the Art of Phyſick. 5 

I my ſelf wanted to be ſatis fied, upon: 

a twofold Account, whether the Actions 
of Men, and their final State, were unal- 
terably fixed, and abſolutely and uncon- 
_ ditionally decreed, or only conditionally : 

Or finally, whether the Texts in holy 

Scripture, that ſpeak of this Subject, are 

to be underſtood Literall y, or Fi igura- 

rely? 


Firſt, 


(6) 


Fin, That I might endeavour to . 
1 my own Actions (if free) and might 
prepare for a future gtate of Happineſs, 
f decreed only conditionally':) Or if 6- 
therwiſe, that I might compoſe and re- 
ſign my felf, as well as I could, to be 
carried along by an irreſiſtible Fate, amd 
_ patiently fubmir,.to whatever I was mw 
deſtinated: And. 

Secondly, As I was in profpect. - 
dertaking the Cure of Souls, I wanted to 
know whether it would be ta any Por- 
poſe? As c that it could an- 
ſwer no End, to perfuade ſuch as have no 
Power, nor could any thing but what 
they did, as chain d down to one CO 
of Action, by an irreverſible Decree ; in 
which Caſe, Arguments and Motives, Pro- 
miſes and Threatnings, Reproofs and Ex- 
hortations could avail Nothing. But if it 
appear d that Men have Power, either by 


Creation, or ſupernatural Aſfiſtance; and 


that, their final and everlaſting State are 
decreed only conditionally. ; I might ſer 
my ſelf to the ſacred Work of the Mi- 
e e in — of ſucceeding in ſome 

: Meaſure, 


4”) 


Meaſure, and doing at leaſt ſome. Good. 
Some ſtudious and well-diſpoſed Men 
li their Zeal) have ſought to recommend 
the ſacred Scriptures, by pretending that 
they contain every. Thing, Whereas, 
their plain Deſign is to inſtruct Men ay 
| in Religion. „ 

To ſearch therefore for all Arts and 
Sciences in the Bible, would be juſt as 
wiſe as to ſeek the Laus f England in 
the Grammar, or A Syſtem of natural Phi- 
loſophy in the Statute-Book. The Scripture 
{like other Authors) ſhould be DT with 

that View, with which it was writ. 
To the Poor the Goſpel is preached ; and 
for them its Language is calculated; 
(and primarily to the firſt Hearers of the 
Goſpel, vix. to them of Judea and Ga- 
lee, the Scene of our Saviour's Life, and 
Actions, as well as his native Country) 
and therefore, it ſpeaks after a popular, 
familiar Way. Studious Perſons may 
look beyond common Appearances, and 
may have both Pleaſure and Advantage 
7d their Reſearches. But Day-Labour- 
ers muſt take their Notions from common 


> In Appear- 


Appearances, and that will anſwer wel 
enough the common 
and be Ground fufficienr for the Reins 
'of Godlineſs. F094 


Had it but been rens üben hae God 


only adapts his Thoughts and Expreſſi- 


ons to the Capacities of them, to whom 


he ſpeaks (as all wiſe Men endeavour to 


do) the Flouts of ſome late gay, and 
faſhionable Writers, upon the Stile and 


Manner of the ſacred Oracles, would ap- 


pear groundleſs, and the Sallies of a falſe 
Wit, which wants the Foundation of 


Truth and Knowledge. 


The principal Deſign of the Chrj [fan | 


Revelation, was not to make Men Philo- 
 fopbers, Orators, or Criticks ;but (which 


is vaſtly of more Moment) to make Men 


good, to inſtruct an ignorant, and reform 


a vitious World; to teach Perſons of lower 


(as well as of higher) Capacities the Way 
to true Happineſs. Its Plainneſs and Sim. 


plicity may make it deſpiſed, by thoſe 
wiſe and prudent Heads, who are puffed 


up with Knowledge, falſely ſo called; 


_ whilſt the Diſcovery appears noble, and 


8 


Purpoſes of Life, 


(9) 
grateful to Babes; i. e. to Perſons meck, 
oh 4 —— enough to be inſtructed 1 in 
God's own Way. 
The Infinuation of a Parable, the eaſy 
and pleaſant Inſtruction of an Hiſtory 
(with all the moving, artleſs Methods, 
| Wherewith holy Writ captivates the well- 
diſpoſed) ſtrike Men deeper, and more 
agreeably, than the dry Rules and bard 
Terms of a Syſtem. 
This general Hint of the Plainneſs of 
ſacred Scripture , and of the End for 
which it was given us, might help to clear 
up mumberleſs other Points, which are at 
preſent perplex'd. gs | 
But what I would now pelnidpaity ap- 
ply it to, is che Doctrine of the Divine 
 Pore-knowledge and Decrees. And in or- 
der thereto, let us ſee how it holds in o- 
cher Caſes. 3 
The great God himſelf, his Nature, : 
Perfections, and Operations are thus po- 
pularly deſcribed ; and fo are alſo ſpiri- 
tual and everlaſting Things. And thus, 
| Indeed, they muſt be deſcribed to us, or 
not at all. Were inviſible Things called 
N es » 


610 
by their proper Names, and deſcribed | 
without comparing them to ſomething 
already known, we could not have any 
Notion of them But God has given 

us the beſt Notions (we ean have) by con- 
deſcending ta compare them to Things 
ſeep and known, Thus Heaven is com- 
pared to an Inheritance, to Riches, te a City 
or Country, to a Chureb or Temple, to 4 
Crown and Kingdom, to à Garden, to 4 
Banquet, and to many hke W known 
and valued upon Earth. 

2 Mis of bad Men in the future, 
State, are compared to che Pain oguſed by. 
Hire and Brimſtane; and hy a Worm (or 
Serpent) perpetually preying, un one's. Vi- 
tals, is a being impriſaned in 4 Nungea, 
and to the Herrars 9 Death; i. e. it ia 
compared to the moſt dreadful. e 


we now knows or Can imagine. 


1 Fad _ : 4 a 8 


N — * 8 . * — 


3 70251 1. 12. if I 3 told yon Things, 
and ye believe not; how 008 ye believe, if $ tell wow 
of heavenly Things N. | 


"uh 


„„ 
Which Deſcriptions are not to be ta- 
gen in the literal & enſe; but only, as in- 


timating the ſuperlative Happineſs of | 
the one Stare, and Miſery of the o- 
me. 
Thus alſo (though he is 4 8 pirit) God 
has fepreſented himſelf, in holy Writ, as 
if he had 4 Body, in Analogy to the Parts 
pl and Powers of human Bodies. Vet our 
7 moſt noble and juſt Ideas of God ariſe 
from comparing him to our own Souls, 
or Spirits. And thus the holy Scripture 
compares him, when it tells us that 
Backſliders his Soul hates. And not only 
4 Soul in general, but alſo the Paſſions 
of the human Soul are aſcribed to God, 
viz. Anger, Vengeance, Fear, Hope, Grief, 
Sorrow, Love, Pity, and the like. All 
which are not to be underſtood literally, 
but figuratively. Thus, for Inſtance, God 
can do all Things, that Man can do by 
any, or all the Parts and Members of 
the Body; can ſee, as well as if he had 
Eyes, bear as well as if he had Ears, act 
zs Well as if he had Handy &c. 


( 12) 
And again, he will inflict Puniſhment 
upon the Wicked and finally Impeni- 
tent (from cool Reaſon and Je nen 
as certainly, as if he was rouzed with 
Fear, Anger, and Revenge, And will 
make happy all the truly Virtuous. and 
Holy, as if he was touched with Hope, 
or Pity ; and his own Happineſs depended 
upon theirs, He will alter his Treat- 
ment of ſuch as backſlide, as really as 
if he had repented of the Favour ſhewn 
them. And fo will he act, on the con- 
trary, towards a returning Prodigal, a 
repenting of his Threatnings. 

Thus, the outward Actions of God : 
and Man, have ſome things alike, but | 
the inward Principles widely differ, In- 
finite Reaſon, and wnerring Wi idm deter- 


mine God; Humour, 2 and Paſ- x a 


| fon, too often influence Man. When a 
Man repents, he actually changes his 
Mind: When God is ſaid 70 repent, there 
is no Change of his Mind; the Change i is 
in the Creature, who by becoming better, 
is more beloved, by growing worſe, is 
leſs N for God 3 loves 

„ | | Tom 


» 
/ 


e 
5 
© "8 


Goodneſs, and as fixedly hates Wickednefs. 
| Upon theſe Accounts, Repentance and bu- 
man Paſſions are aſcribed unto God. 


tmy 


It is the ſame Compariſon continued 


between God and the human Soul, when 


MRP 7 
7 * 


he is repreſented as conſidering before- 
hand; 9 and reſolving or de- 
creeing. 


The Frandaricn - whereof is this. 
When a Man has a Work of Time and 


Importance before him, he pauſes, confults 
and contrives, and when he has laid a 


Plan, reſolves or decrees to proceed ac- 


cordingly. When we have found this in 
our ſelves, we are ready to apply it alſo 
10 God (and he, in Condeſcenſion, has 


applied it to himſelf.) The Works of 
Creation and Providence, muſt be allowed 


to be vaſt and Aupendous; and therefore, 


we run back, and conceive of God, as 
: deliberating, and conſulting upon the Mat- 
ter; as laying a Plan, and then decreeing 
to proceed according to the Counſels of 


his own Will. - As if, from all Eternity, 


he had concerted Meaſures, and then writ 
| flown his Paret, which (like the Lows 


(14) 
of the Medes and Perſians) were never to 
be altered. To cake this in a frist and 
literal Senſe, were, perhaps, the fame Er- 
ror, as to aſcribe a real Body, and real 
buman Paſfions to the Great God. 
It is only in general, a popular Repte- 
ſentation of his infallible Fore-Ænotoledg e, 
and unchangeable Wiſdem: i. e. he, in 
the Event, does all Things as wiſely as a 
Man can poflibly do, after confulting, and 
furveying a Thing on all Sides; And 
likewiſe, God as ſteadily purſues the moſt. 
proper Method, as one can do, that 
has foreſeen all poſſible Caſes, and laid 
a Scheme e There can nothing 
ne, or unforęſcen, ſtart up, and ſurpriſe, 
or put him to a Nonplus. He is app rized 
of all poffible Events, knows the End fi rom 
| the Beginning, and from ancient Times, 
tze Things that have, or ſhall come to 
paß. And, in one Word, all God, 
Conduct is as 1e, and rational as if he 
had the beſt Laus and Decrees, and go- 
vern'd himſelf by them. Bar then, 
though the Effects be fuch, as would ar- 


doe Confultations and Drcrees in Man; 
| : the 


te ) 

the Principles of Action widely differ. 
What need of one Moment's Conſulta- 
tion in Him, who fees all Things at one 
View? What Need has infinite Per fattio 

of the Helps neceſlary to Creatures? 

Previous Conſultations, and fi ublequent 
Reſolutions, are only needed, where the 
Ideas are ſhort, finite, and ſucceſſive; 
Defects, or Imperfections, by no Means 
tobe aſcribed te God! | 
The three great Effects of deine Wit | 
dom and Power, are Creation, Providence 
and Redemption. The Univerſe_ has 


* 


been created, in all that Order, and mag- 


nificent Harmony, with all that Fitneſs, 
Relation and mutual Dependence, that 


it could not have carried Marks of more 


Wiſdom, if the Plan had been ſame Years 
in hand, and the whole, and each part, 
modelled with Ages of previous Study J 
and then, the great Architect had ſet A 

bout his great Work, and adjuſted it, in 

Number, Weight and Meaſure, according 

to the Deerees, or proper Rules of Crea- 

- 8 . 


Though 


(16). 


Though we pct 6 not the en. I 


tire Syſtem of Providence, (which is of a 
large Extent, and calculated for many 
Ages) yet we may obſerve, chat the ma- 
terial 2 is under Regulation. 


And much more muſt we ſuppoſe it of 


intelligent Beings, (which are ſuperior in 


Rank and Dignity.) Our not being able 
to account for ſome Particulars, ſhould | 
(in Madeſty and Juſtice) be imputed. to 
our Ignorance, rather than to the want 


of Wiſdom, and Propriety in them. 

For no Man can fay, that this, or 
chat, is improper, unleſs he could enter 
into the whole Scheme, and knew all 


the Ends and Deſigns of each Parti- 


cular. 

What has been ſaid of . 
may, in a great meaſure, be applied to 
the Work of Redemption, which, with- 


out all Queſtion, is as wiſe (and if un-, 


derſtood, would appear as wiſe) as all 
poſſible „ and Derrees could 
have rendred 1 = 


The 


* . 
3x: 
1 275 ; 
F 9 
1 
d 


1) 


Type Period of Innocence does not fall in 
. Ts) but from the Lapſe of our fist 
5 Parents, to the finiſhing the Canon of 


the New Teſtament, and the Government 
of the Church ever ſince, was, Step by 
Step, foreſeen and managed with Con- 
duct; the Call of Abraham, God's Treat- 
ment of 1/-ae!, chuſing Iſaac, rather than 
Thmael, for the Progenitor of the Mſiab; 


and Jacob rather than Eſau, before the 
Children were born, or had done Good or 


Evil ; his beſtowing fewer temporal or 
ſpiritual Bleſſings upon one Perſon or 


Nation, than upon another (which in 
Hebrew Phraſe, is to love the one, and 
Hate the other.) The Types and Predic- 


tions of the Męſſiab, the Time and Man- 


ner of his Coming, his Birth, Life, Doc- 


trine, Miracles and Sufferings, his Reſur- 
rection, Aſcenſion, the Spread of his Doc- 
trine after his Departure into Heaven, his 
preſent Dominion, and his returning as 


Judge; His caſting off the unbeliev- 
ing Jews, and taking in the believing 
| aaa The Terms of Salvation pitched | 


0 upon, 5 


148) 
upon, viz. Nepentauce, Faith, and an 
 boly, virtuous Life; and the final adjudg- 
ing Men to Rewards, or Puniſbmento, ao- 
cording as their Works have been, are 
as wiſe Events, and as ſteadily carried on, 
as if they had been Millions of Years 
in contriving, and after that, writ down 
among the Decrees, and in the Records of 
Heaven, to be punctually regarded, and 
fulfilled in their Seaſon. 
Bur, let us not ſuppoſe, that to creare, 
govern, or redeem the World, God had any 
need to ſtudy upon it, and lay down Rader 
to go by, as tis wiſeſt Men find Occafion 
to do. : 
A Child may be 3 to view fr, 
Letters, then Sllables, and then ſingle 
Words, before he can read a ſhort Sen- 
tence: But « Man (that can read well) 
takes it in at a ſingle Glance of the Eye. 
And, as the Heavens are high above the 
Earth, ſo God's Thoughts tramſcemd ours; 
more than the Wiſeſt of us —_—_ unex- 
* Children. 


He 


(19) 


He had no more occafion to pauſe, and 
Ale, and lay down Rules for his 
own Conduct, from all Eternity, than he 
has now. What! was there any Fear of 
his miſtaking afterwards, if he had not 
prepared Decrees, and kept ſuch Records 
by him, to conſult (upon Occaſion) what 
he himſelf was to do? Was he wiſer be- 
fore the Creation ? Or, had he then more 
Leiſure, that he ſhould take that Oppor- 
- tunity to ſettle all his Affairs, and make 
Rules for himſelf, from which he was 
never to vary? 
He has, doubtleſs, the ane Wiſdom, 
Power, and all other Perfections, at this 
Day, which he had from all Eternity, 
without any Addition, Diminution, or the 
leaft Alteration ; and is now as capable of 
making Decrees, or rather has no more 
occafion for them now, than formerly; 
his Underſtanding being always equally 
clear and bright, and his Wiſdom al- 
lible, and immutable. 
Upon the whole, this is an Allufen, or 
. to what we find i in our ſelves; * 
: . 


(20) 
but Compariſons muſt not be ſtrain d be- 
yond their primary Meaning. 

' Our Saviour will come to Judgment, as 
4 Thief in the Night, i. e. ſuddenly, and 
* ſurprizingly, but not to rob and murther, 
which yet, Thieves in the TEA. com- 
monly do. 
Having laid before you my Solution, 


and repeated it ſo often, I would con- 


clude with an Attempt to reconcile the 
different ſcri prural en of this 


3 Dottrine. 


The ninth Chapter 70 the 8 and ; 


all parallel Texts, are the Support of one 
Scheme. The other Side inſiſts upon 


ſuch Texts as follow; That God declares | 
he would have all Men to be ſaved ; That, 
he ſets before them Life and Death, Bleſ- 


fing and Curfing, leaving every Man to 
chuſe for himſelf; declaring, with an 


Oath, that he has no Dehght in the Death 


of a Sinner; but had rather ſee the Wicked | 


turn and live. That accordingly, he in- 


vites all Men to Repentance ; and has pro- 
miſed, that whoſoever cometh unto him, be 


wil 


(Car) 


wil in m wiſe caſt out. That when a 
righteous Man turneth away from his Righ- 


 feouſneſs, and doth Iniguity, all his Righte- 
 ouſneſs, which he has done, ſhall be forgot- 
ten, and in bis Sin he ſhall die. That God 
will at laſt judge the World in Righteouſ- 
neſs, and reward every one, according as bis 
| Works ſhall be. 
I have often thought, that Men lay 
Hg the Foundation of their Opinions, by con- 
ſidering only one Set of Texts; and then, 
are for forcing the others to Submiſſ- 
on: Whereas God, in holy Writ, has gi- 
ven us different Repreſentations of the 
fame Things, that we might ſet one over 
againſt the other,; and fo ballance and 
2 each of chem by the other. 
Though the Powers and Members of 
the human Body are aſcribed unto God, 
yet the Miſtake is elſewhere prevented, 

by our Saviour's ſaying, God is a Spirit. 
Is God repreſented as Repenting ? It is 
| ſaid in another Place, that God is not a 
Man, that he ſhould repent, St. Paul 
ſays, that Chriſtians are juſtified by Faith, 
Ef 9 without = 


1 22 ) 
without the Works of the Law, (i. e. by the 
Gofpel, without the Law of Moſes.) "be 
_ leſt Cbriſian Graces, and good Works 
ſhauld be thought to be excluded, he 
himſelf ſays, Do we then make void de 
Law through Faith ? God forbid, yea, we 
 eftabliſh the Lau. And St. James is mare 
expreſs, aſſuring Chriſtians, that Faith 
without Works is dead; That believing 
Abraham was juſtified by Works And 
- that by Works was Faith made per- 
B’ 
In one Place, we are ſaid 70 ſerve God; 
in another Place, it is ſaid, Our Sade 
extendeth not unto bim. 

Thus, may the two. different Sets of 
Tex in this Controverſy” be ma and 
limited. 
Such as ſpeak of God's "TOR and 


Predetermination muſt have ſuch a Mean- 


OI" 0" LA — „ — 25 , — ASE * 


3 * Same think St, Paul ſpeaks thus, len the Ja 

(in which the Jews boaſted) ſhould be reckoned uſe- 
leſs towards Juſtification ; and perhaps, they may be 
in che right; for he Law was 45 4 Schoal-maſter, to 
: PN * to Gar. 


ing, 


623) 
_ bug, as not w claſh with his being u 
Low-giver, Ruler and Fudge. 


This predefiinating and act accdrde 


ni to the Counſels of bis Will, may teach 
us, that the Events were not reſp and 
 wxforeſcens that they were not che Effect 

of Humour, Caprice, or Pæſm, but of 


Wiſdom and Unchangeableneſs. If fo, he 
may well be ſaid, to have Mercy upon whom 
he will have Mercy, and to harden whom be 


will; ſeeing His is not a random Wall, 
or the Will of a Tyraxt; He can will 


and reſolve upon nothing, but what is 


infinitely wiſe and good; and therefore his 


Will is a maſt proper Rule and . 


of Judgment. 


_ | He e ae (be bes dhe W 
to none but the Penitent, and he hardens. 
none, but ſuch as remain Jnpenitent, and 


Incorregible, after ſufficient Means have 
been tried upon them. And ſuch, in- 


deed, he leaves to themſelves, as Parents : 
abandon gracekſs Children. And if any 


ſhould ask, why he will not fave the 


N Tees, and harden the Pius and Well- 
pd? 
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diſpoſed? may not he juſtly anſwer, 1 
will ſhew Mercy to whom Iwill ſhew Mercy, 


and whom I wil, I harden? 5 
There is one thing more I would men- 
tion to you (who are ſo much ſmit with 


the Love of the famous heroic Poets) 
viz. that all the human Race are repre- 
| ſented as conſulted about, and their Courſe 
and End predetermin d, before they were 
made; an Honour done to all Mankind, 

which they aſcribe only to their Great 


Men and Heroes! And this (among ma- 


ny others) is a Proof, that the Scriptures 


are not wrote in ſo mean and contempti- 


ble a Stile and Manner, as they have been 
repreſented ; and that they don't want 


Inſtances both of the ——_ and the 
Sublime. 


On the other hand, God's PET De- | 


clarations of Love to Mankind, and his 
expreſſing his earneſt Deſires of their Re- 
PFentance and Saluation, intimate to us, 


his infinite * 3 (as che other did his 
infinite Wiſdom.) 


| When 


"a } 


When he is repreſented as watching 
Men, to ſee the End, or as examining 
into the Caſe, that he may render to every 
one according to his Deeds: This may 
denote his Purity, Wiſdom and Juſtice. 
Like @ uiſe King, that loves his Subjects, 
and foreſees their Conduct, though he 
wiſhes them well, yet he is reſolved to 
treat them all according to their Deſerts; | 
and having waited the Event, and been a 
- Witneſs to all that has paſt, he then puts 
on the part of à righteous Fudge, making 
the exacteſt Diſtributions of Rewards and 
Puniſoments, not 3 in Kind, but alſo in 
Bre. . 
Thus underſtood, che two Repreſents- 5 
tions are no more chan familiar Views of 
the One perfect Being, in whom we truſt, 
and whom we ought to fear, and love, 
imitate and abey.;:. ; 
As he has made us free Ante 0 this 
Notion of his Decrees leaves us unmoleſted 
in the Poſſeſſion of what Power and Li- 
(ue he A n us. 


— * « &S - 3 . * - . ; : l * * e 
Fi D | Po. 
Sh 4 * 4 5 


. may teach us that * God, which 
2 15 Lift eternal. : 


| 
| 
5 
1 
+} 


(26) 


To take cer a one of the foremention- 
ed Repreſentations, and conſider it by it 


ſelf, then you can but reckon it a 
popular Way of ſpeaking. Take them 
together, and duly limit the one by the 
ane and they will bear the niceſt Cri. 

1 ticiſing. and the c/o ofeſt Arguing. Sepae 


rately, they may influence us in the dif- 
ferent Parts of our Duty: Conjun#ly, they 


His general Intimations of Beneficence 


| ſhould induce us to love bim, and count 
| him (as he really is) the moſt amiable Be- 
ing; they may teach us alſo, that he is 


not the Author of Sin, but that our Ruin | 


js of our ſelves ; chat he delights to do us 


Good, and . „ 10 bis * 


Work. 


The Affurances he has given us, that 


| he will judge the World in Righteouſheſe, 
| ſhould teach us to order our Steps, with 

Thought and Circumſpectian; to expect 
fair Treatment from him at the laſt; and, 
in the mean time, to refer all the intri- 


„ TELL Cate | 
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cate Mazes of Providence, to the clear 
and impartial Deciſion of that Day. 
The Intimations of his conſulting, and 
then predetermining, ſhould filence every 
Murmur, and cut off all Cavils; 
 @ Nay, but O Man, whoart thou that re- 
© pheſt againſt God ? Haſt thou conſidered | 
the Caſe as maturely? Or is thy Wit- 
dom equal to judge of His? 
He knows beſt how to manage the 
Creation, with all the Individuals of it; 

much better than the moſt 5kilful Pot- 
ter, to mold his different Lumps of 
To conclude, Let us avoid Extremes, and 
carry Compariſons n no farcher than was in- 
"Jag us 1 on both Sides, before we 
4 pat a final Judgment ; explaining the 
more difficult Parts of Scripture by the 

Plainer, and limiting different ee. 
tions, the one by the other. 
If this Doctrine of divine Preſtience, 
Coumſeli, and Decrees, be underſtood, ſo 
as 0 informs, and aſſure us, that Goff 
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will (maturely, and with unerring Wiſ- 4 
dom) put a Difference between the Righte- 
ous and the Wicked; and if it become here- 


upon a Motive to lead Sinners to Repent- 
ance, and eſtabliſh and build up the 


Righteous; it is then to be embraced, as 
à Doctrine according to Godlineſs, and will 


teach us that good Underſtanding, which 
all they have, who do God FC — 


ments. 


| The Archbiſhop of Dublin net A 
mon about twenty Years ago (which Ser- 


mon, I am informed, is lately reprinted) 
wherein he attempted a Solution of this 


difficult Doctrine, upon the ſame Bottom; 
but what I reckon his Miſtake, was, that 


he carried it too far, making all our Know- 
ledge of God to be figurative, and analb- 


gical: The Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Tu- 


ſlice, Goodneſs and Truth of God, ſeem to 
be (not real but) figurative in his Opi- 


nion. And he is even for a eren 


Trinity. 


To that Sermon Fl * Archbiſhop 8, 


There were two A wers returned ; one, 


by 


(9) a 
r. Edwards, the other was ſuppoſed E605. 
. Hop writ by the famous A. Collins Eſqz 
but they both ſeem to be for pulling. 
down the Archbiſbop's Scheme entirely; 
without diſtinguiſhing between what he 
might juſtly have applied it to, and 
whar he has unjuſtly applied it to: Or, 
if they built up any Thing, inſtead of 
the Archbiſhop's Scheme, it was nothing 
different from the ſtrict and known No- 
tions of this Doctrine; in which, per- 
haps, they both agreed, though led there- 
to, (moſt probably) from different Prin- 
ciples, and with different Views. YON 
Upon the whole, this is the Rule, by 
which (I think) we ſhould go, viz. that 
whatever would imply any Imperfedtion, 
is, by no Means, to be aſcribed unto 
God: And that the figurative, or analb- 
gical Interpretation, ſhould be carried no 
further, than where a proper, or literal 
Interpretation would imply Inper fection 
in the Deity. To aſcribe Knowledge, 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Truth to 
* in a literal _ does * appear to 


be 


"TY 


* he juſt, by this Rule; becauſe they are 
| real Perfedimt: But Conſultations, and 
\. conſequent Reſolutions (or Counſjels and 
—_— appear to me to TOP Imper- 
As to Conſultations, it will 
granted; and why ſhould it not be g 
gc allo, as to Reſolutions or Decrees? 
For (they are not only repreſented as 
made, in Conſequence of his Conſult- 
ing and Contriving, but) what Need 
can he, that is always infinitely wiſe, 
3 unchangeably ſo, have of making 
Rules or Decrees beforehand, for his 
own Conduf ? Finite Beings may do it, 
| becauſe their Intellects may impair, os 
their Minds change, when the Reaſons 

that formerly determined them may be 
vaniſhed: But God's Thoughts are not as 
aur Thoughts, nor bis Ways as our Ways. 
All the Olyeftions that I have either 
beard, or foreſeen, hicherco, ſeem to 
Ne e of our think- 
ing, and ſpeaking, of God's Thoughts 
and Actions in any other Way, than after 
the manner of Men. | After 
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